
 
 

Andrew Powell-Thomas – Author visit school information 
 

Thank you for showing an interest in having me into your school for an author visit. When 
children get the chance to meet an author a special connection is made. They are often 
energised and inspired with a new appreciation for reading and books. I love visiting 
schools to meet readers and talk about reading and writing, and offer author talks and 
creative writing workshops. 

         

Born in Cornwall, I was a Primary School teacher for 14 years,  
working in West Sussex, Qatar and Somerset, before I began  
writing, shortly after the birth of my first son. Now living in  
Somerset, I write a rather eclectic mix of children's fiction,  
military history and local heritage books. As a children's author  
I aim to produce books that are inspiring, entertaining, easy to  
read and tell a great story! As of June 2021, I have 8 published  
books (4 children’s & 4 adult non-fiction). 

 

My non-fiction work has seen me appear on the 

Yesterday TV Channel and I am also the editor of 

Over the Top magazine - a dedicated children’s 

publication from the Great War Group charity, 

focused on the First World War. My YouTube video 

(and free resources) explaining VE Day for children 

was used by a lot of schools during lockdown and 

achieved over 50,000 views in its first month. 
  



  
 

         

Assembly: 
Most schools like to start with a whole-school, or 
Key Stage, assembly. Here I can talk about what it’s 
like being a writer and tell them about the 
publishing process. This can be linked to a new, or 
specific, book if required. I am more than happy to 
end with a question and answer session. 
 
Lunch with the author: 
Something I like to offer, which has gone down 
very well with schools, is ‘lunch with the author’.  
The school chooses 5-8 motivated pupils (usually 
school/class librarians as a thank you to them, but 
this has also been able writers or those just 
needing a confidence boost!) and provides us with 
lunch – typically from the hot dinner menu.  The 
children feel special, get the chance to ask all the 
questions they want, and I get to bounce my latest 
ideas off them! This normally lasts for 20-30 
minutes. 

Book sale and signing. 

It is always nice to give an opportunity for 

children to purchase copies of any of my 

books. To help with the additional hassle, I 

will provide a ready-made letter to go 

home to parents (you can amend it!) 

which informs them of the price list and 

asks for children, where possible, to 'pre-

order' books two weeks in advance of the 

visit - allowing me time to order them in! I 

will, of course, have additional copies with 

me for those paying on the day. I will also 

provide an excel spreadsheet to make 

keeping track of orders easier! 

Children love a chance to own a personally 

signed book and the signing session is a 

great chance for a little chat with each 

child; quieter children can ask questions 

they may have been too shy to ask in the 

group. From experience these can be very 

rushed and that is why I like them to begin 

before the end of the school day. 

I am able to offer most of my books at a 

reduced price from their RRP. 

 



      

Before and after a visit 

• Tell the children and parents the author is 
coming! Talk it up. The more excited you 
are, the more excited the pupils will be. 
Please send out the author letter in plenty 
of time.  

• Get the children to think up questions to 
ask me – give them chance to explore my 
website and maybe some could interview 
me and write up for the school newsletter. 

• Take photographs and share them on your 
website, newsletter and social media. 
Send a few to the local newspaper. 

• Give the children chance to finish and 
present any work they started in an author 
workshop. 

• I often have boxes of books with me so it’s 
always nice to find a reserved parking 
space close to the school entrance. Oh – 
and a tasty school lunch is always a treat!  

 

Contact 
 

If you have any questions, then please don’t 
hesitate to ask. Good communication will 
result in an inspiring day for the children. 

 
 

www.andrewpowell-thomas.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/authorapt 

Twitter: @authorapt 

 

 

    



Workshops 
 

 

Each school visit can be tailor made to your requirements. Some schools prefer a quick visit, 
story and Q & A with as many classes as possible during the day, whilst others prefer 3 or 4 
focused workshops with some select classes. The majority choose a middle ground, with 
focused workshops during the morning and a quick ‘grand tour’ of the other classes in the 
afternoon! 
 
A number of schools utilise my history knowledge of the First and Second World Wars – 
particularly when the visit is near significant events linked to British Values (VE Day, 
Remembrance Day etc) or to tie in with a topic. Ocassionally, I am asked to spend a whole 
day with a class / year group and, in this instance, I am able to bring in a whole range of 
artefacts to supliment the learning experience.  
 
Below are a list of workshops that I can run. Whatever would benefit your school most, we 
can arrange! 

Workshop Suggested 
age range 

Suggested 
Duration 

Description 

A world of colour 
Poetry workshop 

 
 

*popular choice* 

Year 1 - 6 1 hour  Breaking barriers – everyone’s a poet. 
 

The session begins with sharing A World of Colour 
with the class. With each colour poem we identify a 

different writer’s technique used, with the aim of 
then planning and writing our own colour poems. I 

share with the pupils how I planned each poem, 
creating a shared class example, before children 

move onto planning their own poems on the colour 
of their choice.  

 
The end of the session usually falls whilst the 

children are planning. A double session could be 
used so I am there for the writing of the poems.  

 
For years 1 and 2 the focus is primarily on creating a 

list poem, with KS2 pupils using more techniques. 
 

I am always delighted to see finished poems at the 
end of the day! 

    



The First and Second 
World War 
Explained.

 
10 workshops:  

 
Blackout Poetry  

Remembrance Day 
VE Day  
D-Day 

WW2: An Overview 
Dunkirk 

Battle of Britain 
WW1: An Overview 

Life at the front 
Home Front 

 
 

*Artifacts can be 
brought along for 
all workshops.* 

Year 4 - 6 1 hour + I can run ten different sessions focusing on the First 
and Second World Wars, primarily for children in 
years 5 & 6, but can also be suitable for year 4. 

 
I can run each of these as an individual stand-alone 

one-hour session. Alternatively, a number of schools 
have used a combination of these workshops as part 

of a focused day on the First/Second World Wars.  
 

Blackout Poetry: A brilliant way of making everyone 
a poet. This simple but effective technique will use a 
war poem or theme-related text, discussing the 
meaning and importance of the words. Children will 
be guided on how to create their own blackout 
poems – which never fail to impress! This session 
can easily be used in conjunction with all of the 
others below. 
Remembrance Day: Discuss the importance of 
Remembrance Day, looking at the role of war 
memorials and the symbolism of the poppy. 
Opportunity to create own poppies, research own 
area and simply Q&A to deepen understanding. 
VE Day: Why is VE Day important? Why was it a 
bittersweet moment for so many? Reading 
Comprehension available or and Q&A.  
D-Day: What was D-Day? Why was it a huge 
moment in world history. Reading comp and Q&A.  
WW2: An Overview: A brief introduction to the 
Second World War, led by the children’s questions. 
(A specific area of WW2 could be looked at instead.) 
Dunkirk: Why was Dunkirk such a pivotal moment in 
WW2? What happened? Q&A. 
Battle of Britain: What was the BoB? When and 
where did it happen? Why was it important? Q&A. 
WW1: An Overview: A brief introduction to the First 
World War, led by the children’s questions.  
Life at the front: What was life like for a soldier? 
Q&A. Look at the stark difference between letters 
home & diary entries. Create own letter or diary 
entry. Incredibly emotive. 
Home Front: What was life like in Britain during 
WW2? Q&A. Air raids. Evacuees.  
 
Please do ask for specific requirements or merging 
two workshops together! 

         



 

A story from the 
past workshop. 

 

Year 3-6 45mins – 1 
hour 

Using books from my Alfie’s Adventures series 
(second book due for release winter 2021, third 

book Spring 2022) we look at the role of the front 
cover in making the reader want to find out more.  

 
I talk about the process used for writing a historical 
fiction story, sharing the actual plans I made, before 

modelling an example with the class. The children 
then embark on their own process – best if linked to 
a topic they are currently studying so they already 

have specific knowledge to use. 
 

Always good to allow time for a Q&A. 

Book Reading: 
James and the ogre 

or  
James and the 

dragon.  

 

 

Year R – 2 
 

(Nursery 
too!) 

30mins This session is based on James and the ogre or 
James and the dragon. Short reading session 

followed by Q&A with the children (usually works 
best if the children have already thought of some 

questions with their teacher beforehand!).  

     
 

Wonderful Writers: 
James and the ogre 

or  
James and the 

dragon.  

 

 

Year 1 - 2 30mins – 
45mins 

A workshop for younger readers, all about one of 
the simplest types of story - a ‘defeating the 

monster tale’.  This session can be based on James 
and the ogre or James and the dragon.  

 
After a reading and Q&A (in which I talk about how 
toys and teddies could be used for characters), the 

children get busy creating their own main character, 
a baddie who wants to do something terrible and 

think of how the hero will save the day. Suitable for 
a class of children, they can write up their stories as 

a follow-up activity. 
 

The Hot Seat 

 

Years 3-6 30mins – 45 
mins. 

To tie in with their current learning in English. What 
better way for pupils to apply their learning than to 

carry out a Q&A / interview with an author?!  
 

Taking notes as they go, the children are free to ask 
any questions they want about the writing process 

or what life is like as an author. How do you 
research for a book? What’s it like filming for TV? 

Do you get nervous going on the radio? Then write 
these up as a newpaper report, biography or 
information text using their literacy toolkits. 


